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Microrhabdulus 
stradneri 

Microrhabdulus stradneri BRAMLETTE & MARTINI, 1964 

Description: 

Microrhabdulus aff. helicoideus DEFLANDRE. - Stradner, 1963, 
Sixth World Petr. Congress, Frankfurt, Sect 1, paper 4, 

[preprint], p. 13, pl. 4, fig. 15. 

FIGS. 3, 4 - Microrhabdulus stradneri BRAMLETTE & MARTINI, 
n. sp. Holotype, USNM 648203 (the specimen close to 
Cylindralithus gallicus) ; 4, long axis of this specimen (holotype) 
0° to x-nic (measured clockwise from either plane of crossed 

nicols); Bellocq 1, upper Maestrichtian. x 2000 ca. 

Long, nearly cylindrical, rodlike forms, with narrow central canal, and a slight taper toward 
ends that are truncate, even in specimens apparently not broken. Straight striae extend the 
length of specimens. Crossed nicols show a distinctive structure similar to M. decoratus except 
that the alternating segments appear of triangular shape, rather than rectangular as in M. de
coratus. Length up to 35 fl.· 

Remarks: 

Generally larger and with more taper than Microrhabdulus decoratus. As with M. decoratus, 
specimens are conspicuous under crossed nicols, and especially with addition of the Quartz 
Red I plate. The opposite pairs of triangular areas are all bright in an orientation with the 
length of specimen approximately parallel to either nicol, and, thus oriented, show alternating 
blue and yellow triangular areas with the quartz plate. Unlike M. decoratus, however, the 
alternating triangular areas of bright and dark (without the quartz plate) are shown most di
stinctly when length of specimen is turned dextrally to only about 15° from a nicol. Differences 
from Microrhabdulus decoratus are not great, and specimens which appear intermediate occur 
sparsely in some samples. M. stradneri is common in the upper Maestrichtian, however, and 
M. decoratus is common in the lowest Maestrichtian and Campanian. 
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Type 1eve1: 

Upper Maestrichtian. 

Distribution: Present in the type Maestrichtian, and in Maestrichtian equivalents in Denmark, 
southwestern France, Tunisia, Alabama (Prairie Bluff and Ripley Formations), and Arkansas 
(Arkadelphia Clay). 

Type locality: 

Well Bellocq 1, southwest France. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum; holotype: U.S.N.M. 648203. 

Author: 

Bramlette M.N. and Martini E., 1964, p. 316; pl. 6, figs. 3, 4. 

Reference: 

The great change in calcareous nannoplankton fossils between the Maestrichtian and Danian. 
Micropaleontology, vol. 10, n° 3, pp. 291-322, pls. 1-7. 
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